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Remove or save? The challenge of the deinstitutional
movement: Taking Taiwan's residential institutions for

people with chronic mental disorders as an example

YU-MIN,CHIU

Abstract

Taiwan legalized the CRPD in 2017, and then invited international
experts to review my country’s implementation and put forward
suggestions. According to Article 19 of the CRPD, international experts
have proposed to gradually withdraw accommodation institutions and
other specific residential arrangements for disability welfare institutions in
my country. In view of this, this article takes chronic mental patients as an
example, reviews the development process of the deinstitutionalization
movement in Western countries, and explores the implementation of
deinstitutionalization of psychiatric care in different countries such as
North America, Europe, and Scandinavia effectiveness. Later, I reviewed
the historical development and connection of institutional care in Taiwan,
the development of psychiatric care, and the long-term placement of
people with mental disorders, and then conducted in-depth discussions on
the status of institutional care in Taiwan and the characteristics of the
mentally disabled to clarify the relationship between chronic mental
illnesses. Demand, explore the meaning of de-institutionalization and the

challenges faced by the implementation of personal assistants and
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community self-reliance in the implementation of chronic mental illness
in Taiwan.

Studies have found that even if the course of the disease is chronic,
there is still a need for diversity, or patients can return to the community
or family. Therefore, the de-institutionalization movement should refer to
the spirit of de-institutionalization for patients with chronic mental illness
rather than completely shutting down the institution. Otherwise, based on
the experience of Western countries, it will only become tran-
institutionalization or  re-institutionalization. Therefore, de-
institutionalization and its derivative personal assistants and self-reliance
in the community should be implemented after careful assessment based

on their needs rather than being applied to all barriers.

Keyword : deinstitutionalization - chronic mental disorder ~ personal

assistants ~ independent living ~ human right of mental disorder
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