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Loneliness ~ Love, Learning and Legacy: Four lessons about life we
learned from 0206 Earthquake disaster social workers

Chia-Huei Wu ~ Huai-Chen Peng

Abstract

As Taiwanese, we are familiar with experiencing many different kinds of natural
disasters in living and have to deal with the post disaster recoveries. For social
workers, we are not only experiencing but also learn from disasters in order to have
better response capacities. Social workers have unique experiences and intense
emotions through the initial phase of emergency rescues to crises reduction and
recovery when earthquake happened at 2" of February 2016. Their voice should be
heard, collected and provided to the relevant professional as reference. In this research,
based on the method of focus group, eight social workers from the Tainan
Government’s social work and family welfare department, who involved in the
disaster rescue and crisis reduction affairs, were invited. This research indicated the
events of building collapsed during the earthquake, the service responses from social
work and the life experiences of “loneliness”, “love”, “learning” and “legacy” which
formed the 4 lessons. The discussions included interpretation and professions’
self-reflection from participations.

Key words: 0206 Earthquake, Disaster services, Social worker life stories
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