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Stand Here and Look Back: Some Thoughts about Hospital Social
Work History Writing

Wu-Tsung Chen”

Abstract

The development history of Taiwan’s medical social work in introductory textbooks is
often quite simple, limited and homogenous in their content. Focus mainly on the major
events and characters, and the establishment times of certain hospital social work units can
hardly attract or inspire students but only distance and alienate them.

It has been over 60 years since the first medical social work unit was established in 1949.
And a great number of social worker have flocked into social work units in various types of
hospitals since the evaluation system was put into practice in the mid-1990s by the Health
Bureau of the Executive Yuan. Yet little has been written about their lives and work
experiences, which can enrich our understandings of the development of medical social work
in Taiwan, and are of great value to the new generation of medical social workers.

This study thus utilizes several measures, including life history, self-report, and personal

narratives, to reconstruct memories of the early practitioners in medical social work units.

Keywords: history awareness, medical social work history, hospital social work unit,

hospital accreditation, self-reported experience
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